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2022: Year in Review

The year 2022 was another one for the history books
with many milestones and accomplishments celebrated.
As we embark on a new year, let's reflect back on the
City of Hickory’s top highlights of the previous year.

Ridgeview Works: Launched in January 2022 as a
collaborative partnership between the City of Hickory,
Hickory Public Library, and Western Piedmont
Workforce Development - NCWorks, the Ridgeview
Works program provides free personalized career
services to the Ridgeview community of Hickory.
Citizens can receive one-on-one assistance from an
NCWorks Career Advisor in the group study room at
Ridgeview Branch Library every Wednesday afternoon
from 1-4:30 p.m.

Metronet Construction: In early March 2022, Metronet
broke ground on construction of its 100 percent fiber
optic infrastructure in Hickory. Metronet is fully funding
the multimillion-dollar project that will provide Hickory
residents and businesses with access to ultra-high-
speed internet. Upon completion, Hickory will become
a Gigabit City with Metronet’s future-proof fiber optic
network.

Biosolids Facility: On April 5, 2022, Hickory City
Council awarded a contract for the construction of a
15.4 dry ton per day Biosolids Facility to be located at
the Henry Fork Wastewater Treatment Facility.
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Bruce Meisner Park: The City of Hickory celebrated
the grand opening of its 26th park on April 8, 2022.
Bruce Meisner Park offers a paved walking trail or
promenade, a picnic shelter with restrooms, outdoor
grills, and 73 acres for park visitors to enjoy the natural
beauty of the landscape and a wide variety of
recreation activities.

Downtown Social District: The City of Hickory became
one of the first communities in the state to establish a
social district. The Hickory Downtown Social District
went into effect on March 15, 2022, enabling patrons of
downtown ABC permitted establishments to carry and
consume alcoholic beverages on the sidewalks, Union
Square, and other public areas inside of the social
district.
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Hickory Tops National Rankings: U.S. News analyzed
the 150 most populous metropolitan statistical areas
(MSAs) to find the best places to live and released the
2022-2023 rankings in May 2022. With a low cost of
living, the Hickory MSA ranked No. 1 in Most
Affordable Places to Live in the United States. In
addition to ranking at the top of the list for
affordability, Hickory moved up 21 spaces to become
No. 31 in Best Places to Live in the United States.
Hickory also moved up 2 spaces to rank No. 3 in Best
Places to Live in North Carolina.
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HICKORY CITY COUNCIL
February 7 & 21 at 7 p.m.
Julian G. Whitener
Municipal Building (City Hall)
HickoryNC.gov

DOWNTOWN HICKORY
FARMERS MARKET
Winter Seasonal Hours:
Saturdays only 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
The Sails on the Square
HickoryFarmersMarket.com




